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OVERVIEW

• About the International Urban Cooperation (IUC) 

• Sustianble urban development

• The Global Covenant of Mayors



Across the world, the rate of 
urbanisation is increasing at a 
rapid pace. As the areas in which 
the majority of people live and 
work, cities are increasingly 
acknowledged as the arena in 
which solutions to major societal 
and environmental challenges 
must be implemented. 

This rapid change has put many 
cities under significant strain. 
Local governments are struggling 
to meet the higher demand for 
services in fields such as energy, 
water, health, and transport 
prompted by the increase in 
population. 

The three-year International 
Urban Cooperation (IUC) 
programme aims to enable cities 
to link up and share solutions to 
common problems. 



THREE COMPONENTS



OBJECTIVES

LONG-TERM STRATEGY BY THE 

EUROPEAN UNION TO FOSTER 

SUSTAINABLE URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

IN COOPERATION WITH BOTH THE 

PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SECTORS

OPEN UP MARKET OPPORTUNITIES

FOSTER SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT THROUGH 

CAPACITY BUILDING

CHINA, INDIA, JAPAN, 

CANADA, MEXICO, USA, 

ARGENTINA, BRAZIL, CHILE, 

COLOMBIA AND PERU

URBAN AGENDA, THE 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

GOALS, AND THE PARIS 

AGREEMENT



SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

GOALS



URBAN AGENDA FOR THE EU



IUC REGIONAL OFFICES

IUC 
Coordination 
Unit



CITY-TO-CITY

COOPERATION



By joining the IUC city-to-city 

cooperation, your city will: 

LEARN: Get access to new ways of 

approaching challenges and benefit from 

a wider pool of good practices to draw 

upon

SHARE: Help others to solve issues by 

sharing your own experiences and 

relaying knowledge

EXCHANGE: Open your city to dialogue 

and partnership with new global peers 

and relevant stakeholders (public and 

private)

SHOWCASE: Profile your best practices 

and achievements internationally

IMPLEMENT: Work with new partners to 

make your vision of sustainable urban 

development a reality. 

‘‘

’’



Cities participating commit to cooperate for at least 

18 months with your international peers, allocate 

resources and time to develop a successful 

cooperation which will last beyond the lifetime of 

this programme



CITY PAIRINGS

Two rounds of selections so far

First round of pairings:

1. Chongqing & Manheim, Germany

2. Shantou & Burgas, Bulgaria

3. Zhengzhou & Agii-Anargiri

Kamatero, Greece

4. Changchun (Jingyue) & Malaga, 

Spain

5. Longyan & Prague, Czech Republic



FROM PLANNING TO 

IMPLEMENTATION

• Building further on the model and success of the World Cities 

project and drawing on the solid approach of the EU-funded 

URBACT network

• City pairs will be supported in their efforts to design and  

implement Local Action Plans. These will be developed through 

an inclusive multi-stakeholder process and include specific 

activities and economically viable pilot projects to be 

implemented in order to ensure results and open up market 

opportunities. 

• These plans will help drive thematic clustering of knowledge, 

exchange and best practices among cities facing similar 

challenges.



THE IUC WEBSITE (WWW.IUC.EU)

• General information, 

• News

• Access to resources

• Link to knoweledge-sharing

platform (coming son)



THE GLOBAL 

COVENANT OF MAYORS



Cities consume two-

thirds of the world’s 

energy. The Covenant of 

Mayors initiative 

promotes local actions 

and facilitates city-to-

city cooperation to 

reduce CO2 emissions, 

adapt to climate change 

and ensure access to 

clean and affordable 

energy. 

‘‘

’’



OBJECTIVES

COOPERATION & BILATERAL 

RELATIONS

CHINA, SOUTH KOREA, 

VIETNAM, INDONESIA, 

MALAYSIA, SINGAPORE, INDIA, 

JAPAN, CANADA, MEXICO, USA, 

ARGENTINA, BRAZIL, CHILE, 

COLOMBIA AND PERU (AND LAC)

CLIMATE AND ENERGY POLICY   
THROUGH/WITH SUB-NATIONAL 
ACTORS

SUPPORT IMPLEMENTATION 

OF PARIS AGREEMENT & 

NATIONAL TARGETS (NDCs)

AD HOC NATIONAL & REGIONAL 

APPROACHES



REGIONAL CoMs



KEY STEPS

Beyond a shared vision for 2050 and core principles, Regional Covenants must be 

adjusted to the specificities of their respective regions, leverage existing 

opportunities and involve local stakeholders to maximize their impact

• Adjusting the Political Commitment Document to the regional context

• Setting-up a political Board to steer the initiative in the region

• Setting up a framework for continuous consultation & stakeholder engagement 

• Offering tailor-made capacity-building to the CoM-munity  

• Benefiting from platform for global outreach



KEY (METHODOLOGICAL) 

PRINCIPLES

• National specificity

• Voluntary commitment

• A robust, consistent and transparent data 

compilation and reporting and monitoring 

framework

• Recognition and high visibility of the efforts 

undertaken 

• Evaluation of the data reported by 

signatories 



The joining of 

these two forces 

will create the 

broadest global 

coalition 

committed to 

climate 

leadership, 

building on the 

commitment of  

7, 100+ cities from 

six continents and 

119 countries 

representing more 

than 600 million 

residents



VISION &  MISSION

“We envision a world where committed mayors and local governments – in 

alliance with partners – accelerate ambitious, measurable climate and 

energy initiatives that lead to an inclusive, just, low-emission and climate 

resilient future, helping to meet and exceed the Paris agreement  objectives.” 

“The Global Covenant of Mayors serves cities and local governments by 

mobilizing and supporting ambitious, measurable, planned climate and 

energy action in their communities by working with city/regional networks, 

national governments and other partners to achieve our vision”



ONGOING SUPPORT

Governance and resources 

(including online knowledge 

sharing platform –coming soon)

Communication

Help Desk

Coordination

Promotion and visibility



NEXT STEPS:

• Knowledge-sharing platform

• Regional/national websites

• Resources & help desk: collect & respond to needs

• Showcase action:

- City-to-city event (10 November, Brussels)

- GCoM Day @COP23 (13 November, Bonn)



QUESTIONS?

We look forward to exchanging with you!

THANK YOU!
Giorgia Rambelli 
grambelli@iuc-europe.eu
www.iuc.eu

mailto:grambelli@iuc-europe.eu
http://www.iuc.eu/

