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EU-China cooperation agreed in the form of an MoU in 2006 
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2 NEW PRIORITY THEMES 
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Sustainable and innovative urban development: a 
major priority as part of EU regional policy  
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In a framework of innovation: WEF evidence
Global Competitiveness Index 
4.0, 2018

1. United States
2. Singapore
3. Germany

4. Switzerland
5. Japan
6. Netherlands

7. Hong Kong SAR
8. United Kingdom

9. Sweden

10. Denmark

…..

15. Korea Rep
25. Malaysia
28. China

86. Croatia

Source: Global Competitiveness Report 2018

Innovation Capacity Pillar
Index, 2018

1. Germany

2. United States
3. Switzerland
5. Sweden

6. Japan
7. United Kingdom

8. Korea Rep 
9. Netherlands

10. Finland

…..

14. Singapore
24. China
26. Hong Kong SAR
30. Malayasia

63. Croatia

A situation of equals:

 8 EU MS in the top 
20

 4 Asian countries in 
top 20

 10 EU MS in the top 20

 3 Asian countries in the 
top 20
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A key international dimension: cooperation EU-
China under the IUC programme
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Component 1 (city-to-city) 
Participating cities:
• Establish city-to-city and multi-city cluster 

agreements for sustainable urban development
• Prepare Local Action Plans for integrated urban 

development
• Give priority to the sectors of the EU Urban 

Agenda and the New Urban Agenda (Habitat 3)
• Develop the multi-stakeholder approach, with 

emphasis on creating joint business and research 
opportunities 
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  Cluster Approach in Five Thematic Clusters

1. Five clusters are focal points for CN 
and EU cities for real cooperation 
projects
2. Thematic NKEs help cities to 
conduct mapping regarding the 
specific cluster, including main 
stakeholders, major events or 
platforms, examples of pilot projects 
and funding opportunities. 
3. Design the cooperation projects by 
detailed action plan with help of NKEs
4. Different cities working on same 
cluster and achieve the best synergies 
5. Competitive Fund for Pilot Actions 
2019
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IUC: CREATING A GLOBAL 
COMMUNITY

149 cities already 
involved (end-May 2019) 

Still upcoming in 2019, 
five more pairings to be 
finalised:

• +1 Chinese city

• +1 Japanese city 

• +1 Argentinean city 

• +1 Chilean city 

• +1 Peruvian city 
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CITY PAIRINGS

• 70 EU cities from 21 
countries 

• 14 Chinese cities  
• 9 Japanese cities 
• 12 Indian cities
• 4 Argentinean cities  
• 7 Brazilian cities 
• 8 Colombian cities in 6 

pairings   
• 3 Chilean cities
• 3 Peruvian cities  
• 6 Canadian cities  
• 5 Mexican cities  
• 8 US cities  
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Selected EU Pilot Cities 2017-2019
 Pilot Cities for IUC Cooperation between the EU and China

Chongqing, Longyan, Zhengzhou, Shantou, Haikou, Changchun, 
Kunming, Liuzhou, Yantai, Weinan, Tianjin, Chengdu, Wuhan, 
Guangzhou 

Chinese Pilot Cities 2014-2018

Tianjin

WuhanChengdu

Shantou

Changchun

Longyan

Chongqing

Zhengzhou

Yantai

Haikou

Kunming

Liuzhou

Weinan

Guangzhou

Málaga (Spain)
Rome (Italy)

Granada (Spain)
Nice (France)
Barnsley (UK)

Reggio Emilia (Italy)
Stuttgart Region (Germany)

Mannheim (Germany)
AAK (Greece)

Málaga (Spain)
Burgas (Bulgaria)

Bologna (Italy)
Barcelona (Spain)

Greater Manchester (UK)
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Smart Cities

(14)

Mobility

(16)

Social 
inclusion & 

urban 
regeneration

(7)

Climate 
adaptation, 
mitigation & 

energy

(5)

Water
(12)

Circular economy, 
waste &  

sustainable 
production/consu

mption
(10)

Nature-based 
solutions & the 

rural-urban 
nexus

(9

Themes in the
cooperation 
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MoUs

 

Projects

Mechanism

Multi-City Pairing Mechanism

IUC
Project

EU
citiesChinese

cities

Outcomes (2017-2018)
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Next Steps: towards IUC II, post 2020 

• Work-in-progress
• Expected focus on city-to-city cooperation for 

sustainable urban development
• With an extension of work on region-to-region 

cooperation on innovation (currently only focused 
on Latin America in IUC I)

• Need for demonstrable success in IUC I



14
Regional 
Policy

Where can I obtain more information?

www.ec.europa.eu/inforegio

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/cooperate/internation

al/index_en.cfm

www.iuc.eu
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Thank you for your attention
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/policy/cooperation/international

www.ec.europa.eu/inforegio

www.twitter.com/@EU_Regional

DG REGIO collaborative platform
www.yammer.com/regionetwork

www.flickr.com/euregional

www.facebook.com/EuropeanCommission

www.linkedin.com/company/1809

plus.google.com/+EuropeanCommission

Sign up for our 'REGIOFLASH'
www.inforegiodoc.eu


