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Métropole Nice Côte d’Azur

Innovation is a Nice Experience

International Urban Cooperation - Asia



• 1,400 Km²

• 540,000 inhabitants

• 102 nationalities

• 228.000 jobs

• 41.000 students

• 49 cities and villages

• from 80 to 350,000 inhabitants

• 7 ports

• 6 ski resorts

• Eco-Vallée national interest project

• Urban development model

• 10,000 inhabitants

• Living lab of the smart city
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Nice Métropole « a little France », 
a gateway to southern Europe



A very nice place but…

We face also many challenges…



« Our Citizens driving change…as co-
participants and consumeractors »

Nice Smart Valley engaging over 30 000 
citizens on energy flexibility !

Pioneers in Smart Grids

We suffer from being an energy peninsula



We face all kinds of natural disasters and 
manmade problems also

• Our territory is prone to all manner of natural disasters

• On the 14th of July 2016, Nice was hit by its worst
terrorist attack yet. 

• We have succeeded in creating resilient citizens, co-
producers of their security. 



We have an ageing and vulnerable population

Helping the most vulnerable members of 
our society, preparing to meet Europe’s
challenges of tomorrow

• With 29% of our population over 60, we 
represent the situation in France and 
Europe in 2030 

• A living lab approach where citizens can 
innovate and co-create in the fields of 
health and well-being 



Turning challenges into assets: Nice Métropole testbeds
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E-Health economy

Risks Prevention and 
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Urban Monitoring
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Smart City

Silver Economy
eHealth

eTourism
Territory Attractiveness

Our strategic application domains



We built and own our Smart City digital infrastructure
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Our Smart City ecosystem: we work differently

Startups and SMEs Academic research

Large companies

Citizens & visitors

Smart City Innovation Center

http://www.edhec.com/
http://www.polytechnice.fr/jahia/Jahia/pid/1


Citizens at the heart of our innovation strategy: 
empowered and engaged

Empowering…in the 
governance of the 

Métropole

Driving change…as 
participants  to test 

solutions

▪ Prevention, information & awareness
▪ Digital Education
▪ Training

Capacity Building

Co-creating
value…actors and 

producers
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Wifi



Entrepreneurs innovating for citizens’ wellbeing
Nice Côte d’Azur producing European champions



Academics supporting co-creation with citizens and businesses



A territory opened to the world: ongoing twinnings



Ongoing eu-funded thematic collaboration with China

Dragon-Star plus project
2015 till 2018
www.dragon-star.eu/dragon-star-plus/

CINEV 2016 - Euro-China Green & Smart City Awards
9-10-11 December 2016 – Shenzhen - China
http://www.cinev.eu/

2018 EU-China Tourism Year
https://ecty2018.org/
Export Carnival in Ningbo

Urban EU China project
www.urban-eu-china.eu/en/

IUC Asia
https://www.iuc-asia.eu/

http://www.dragon-star.eu/dragon-star-plus/
http://www.cinev.eu/
https://ecty2018.org/
http://www.urban-eu-china.eu/en/
https://www.iuc-asia.eu/


International Congress



Thank you!
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