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IUC-Asia Climate Adaptation Workshop
Urban Sustainability and Wetland Reservation with Nature-based Solutions

September 16-18, 2020, Yancheng city, Jiangsu Province

By ZHENG Yan, CASS

The Yangtze River Delta urban agglomeration is the most densely populated and
economically developed coastal area in China, and it is also a key region for adapting to climate
change. Of this urban agglomeration, Yancheng has unique advantages in regional economic
pattern. It is among the core area for implementing the "Maritime East Jiangsu" development
strategy by virtue of its convenient transportation conditions in aviation, high-speed rail, and
expressways. Its per capita GDP reached 11,500 US dollars and permanent population was 7.2
million in 2019. The Migratory Bird Sanctuaries along the Coast of Yellow Sea-Bohai Gulf in
Yancheng was successfully included in the UNESCO World Heritage List in July 2019. At present,
Yancheng is actively advocate the Yellow Sea Ecological Economic Zone, aiming to promote
ecological protection in the Yellow Sea region and build a green and livable beautiful Yancheng.
The "Yancheng City Master Plan (2013-2030)" puts forward the goals of building Yancheng an
emerging coastal city and a wetland eco-tourism city.

In order to promote the coordinated development of climate adaptation and ecological
protection in coastal areas, the Yellow Sea Wetland Research Institute and the EU’s International
Urban Cooperation Project (IUC) co-hosted this workshop and invited experts from the EU and
China in the fields of wetland ecological protection, sustainable urban development, resilient
cities, climate adaptation and risk management, eco-tourism, urban planning, etc., officials from
Yancheng government departments and scholars from universities to share the cases of
European cities and Yancheng with in-depth discussions.

The workshop lasted for three days and included three parts:
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I. Afternoon of Sep. 16 — Morning of Sep. 17: Field Trip in Yancheng city and the Yellow
Sea coastal wetland area.

The Yellow Sea Wetland Research Institute and Yancheng World Natural Heritage
Protection Office invited and organized more than ten Chinese experts and IUC officials to
investigate the Yellow Sea Wetland Ecological Park, the Ancient Huai River estuary, the Elk
Nature Reserve, the Red-crowned Crane Nature Reserve, etc. in order to have a better
understanding of the management of world natural heritage sites and the protection of
biodiversity. Experts were impressed by the unique natural landscapes and the scientific designs

for ecological protection.

Field visit in the Wet'land Nature Reserve

Il. Afternoon of Sep. 17: IUC-Asia Climate Adaptation Workshop on " Urban
Sustainability and Wetland Reservation with Nature-based Solutions in Coastal Areas".

The online participants included more than 30 EU officials, project experts and Chinese
and foreign representatives, and more than 50 offline participants, including over 10

representatives from relevant Yancheng government departments and universities.
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The first session was opening speeches. Mr. Octavian Stamate, Climate and Energy
Counsellor of the EU Delegation to China, gave a speech, emphasizing that in the context of
bilateral cooperation between China and Europe in the field of climate change, this workshop
held by the IUC provides a good opportunity to learn from each other and share European
nature-based solutions. It is not only conducive to deal with the adverse effects of climate change,
but also helps achieve economic recovery to a green and sustainable future under the COVID-19
pandemic. Mr. Wei JIANG, Deputy Mayor of Yancheng, delivered a speech to welcome all the
guests from home and abroad, introducing the progress of Yancheng wetland protection. He
welcomed Chinese and European experts to share and communicate on hot issues of global
concern such as climate change, ecological resilience, and coastal protection, so as to provide
information and support for the upcoming Yancheng Urban Development Conference next week.

The second session was presentation. Mr. Qijiang WU, Wetland & World Heritage Office of
Yancheng, introduced the protection of the Yellow Sea Wetland and the application for World
Heritage List. Afterwards, experts from China and Europe shared some experiences and cases in
their respective fields. Two EU experts introduced coastal green infrastructures in European
cities and nature based solutions in European cities — Resilient Practices. In addition, five Chinese
experts from well-known Chinese academic institutions including Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences, Beijing Normal University, Nanjing University, Tongji University, and Sun Yat-sen
University, shared their research work and viewpoints from different perspectives, such as the
economic values of ecological protection, the restoration of coastal ecosystems in the Yellow Sea
Wetland, climate risks and adaptation, wetland eco-tourism, and so on.

The last session was questions and communication. Chinese representatives expressed
their gratitude and appreciation for the impressive and resourceful cases and knowledge sharing
of the workshop, and asked several questions regarding the adaptation cases of coastal cities
introduced by the EU experts. At the request of the delegates, Mr. Pablo Gandara, Team Leader
of the EU IUC-Asia Programme, introduced the project and the work carried out in China, and

looked forward to further cooperation in more fields.
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Chinese Participant sharing appreciation

Ill. Brainstorming & Participatory Adaptation Planning Workshop on "The Yellow Sea
Wetland Protection and Climate Change Adaptation Plan".

The 12 representatives attended the workshop, who were from Yancheng Development and
Reform Commission, Natural Resources and Planning Bureau, Ecology and Environment Bureau,
Housing and Urban-Rural Development Bureau, Agriculture and Rural Affairs Bureau, Municipal
Foreign Affairs Office, Municipal Natural Heritage Office, Rare Bird Wetland Reserve, Elk Nature

Reserve, Wetland School of Yancheng Normal University, Yellow Sea Wetland Research Institute
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and a local enterprise. Professor Qian YE from Beijing Normal University, Professor Shangbai SHI
and Research Fellow Yan ZHENG from the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, together with
Professor Shuging AN from Nanjing University online, jointly organized the participatory
workshop as facilitators. Based on the special advantages and development needs of Yancheng,
combining the Yellow Sea Wetland’s heritage management and ecological protection, climate
change adaptation and strategic regional development, and drawing on the experience of the
EU cities, such as the NBS governance framework, the three experts developed a methodology
of participatory adaptation planning for Yancheng case.

At first, the facilitator experts guided representatives of Yancheng government departments
in brainstorming and group discussion, summarized the most pressing issues and challenges in
their work. Secondly, with questionnaire and group interviews, the climate impacts and risks in
Yancheng were assessed as a background for adapting to future climate change. Finally, as
suggested by the sectoral representatives, experts from the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences
assisted in the SWOT analysis and conducted a participatory assessment of the ecological
protection and adaptation planning of the Yellow Sea Wetland. The results show that from the
perspective of inner factors of Yancheng’s development, its strengths (S) are slightly greater than
its weakness (W) in adaptation planning for the Yellow Sea Wetland protection; from the
perspective of external factors such as regional development, national strategies and
international community, the opportunities (O) outweigh threats (T) in Yancheng.
Representatives of various departments analyzed and discussed the unfavorable factors
affecting the protection of the Yellow Sea Wetland and provided some specific suggestions. A
research report and policy brief on this workshop will be submitted to the Yancheng Municipal
People’s Government as a decision-making support for the Yellow Sea Wetland protection and

building sustainable city in Yancheng.
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Annex 1: Agenda Programme

Sept 17, 2020

IUC-Asia Climate Adaptation Workshop:
Urban Sustainability and Wetland Reservation with Nature-based Solutions

Moderator, Professor Yan ZHENG
Research Fellow, Climate Change Economics Research Office, CASS

Opening Remarks
Octavian Stamate, Climate and Energy Counsellor )
14:30 EUROPEAN UNION Delegation to the P.R. of China 5 min

FEEE ER ot BEBHENRTRE SIRTISRERS

Opening Remarks
14:35 Mr. Wei JIANG, Deputy Mayor of Yancheng 5 min

FEEE B8 v, BEmhahiK

Topic: Yellow Sea Wetland and World Natural Heritage Protection in Yancheng
HRL: HEESEHRBRERPEE SRR R TIRE
Director Qijiang WU, Yancheng Wetland & World Heritage Office

SEIT &4, SpmeREDEE

15 min

Topic: Economic value and attributes of ecological system services
ARSI TIT  JE ME S A 1B DU

Professor Jiahua PAN

Member of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences;

Director, Research Centre for Sustainable Development, CASS

R, P E A SR B T R T FT L AR /BT T 5

15 min

14:40-15:40

Topic: Coastal green infrastructures in European cities

HRL: BUMi O S&E stk

Mr. Alberto INNOCENTI, IUC Asia Resilience Expert

/RIE FiEFRESTE, MEERSESFIESIEIMER

15 min

Topic: Suggestions on Yancheng’s "14th Five-Year Plan" from the perspective of
Wetland type World Natural Heritage

HRL: EFEMIE A TR0 IR 2N

Professor Liang WU, Special Researcher of Counsellors’ Office of the State Council
Executive Dean of the National Modernization Research Institute of Tongji University

KRR, ESREFEROARR, BFAFERIMCUAFRERIITERRK

15 min

15:40-15:50 Coffee Break 10 min
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IUC-Asia Climate Adaptation Workshop:
Urban Sustainability and Wetland Reservation with Nature-based Solutions

Chief Moderator: Professor Yan ZHENG, Research Fellow, Climate Change Economics Research Office, CASS

SWERA BREIR, PEHMRESRENESFEAREARR

Topic: Global Challenges and Climate Resilience Building in the Anthropocene

NI AR fige AU Bk i 5 I 2 3

Professor Qian YE, Beijing Normal University 15 min

Executive Director of the Integrated Risk Governance Project

MR, dERYE R, ZRE RS BT Y THRIBAT AT

Topic: Nature Based Solutions in European cities — Resilient Practices

R RN TR B AARRIR S 2 — 1SR 15 mi

Mr. Alvaro Fonseca, Chief Project Manager at Water & Climate Adaptation — Ramboll min

f/REZ-FERFTE, 2 Ramboll FANE KFEFERSREN HFEMEEE
15:50-16:50 | Topic: Coastal Wetland Restoration based on Nature Based Solutions

i EFERARALENESTHES

Professor Shuging AN, Chief Scientist of Wetland and Tidal Flat Research Centre )

Dean of Ecological Research Institute of Changshu, Nanjing University 15 min

TNEHIR, MRAFEGRFFR. BRAFTAESHRAETK.

BRAFERESHRERRK

Topic: Transforming User to Co-manager: A Wetland Case at Mouth of Min River

Wl BRREAETHRERSE: ETrOEHEG 15 mi

Speaker: Dr. Qifang ZHANG, School of Tourism Management, Sun Yat-sen University min

ERS L, SRR

Interactive Discussion: Q&A 15 min

Closing remarks 5 min
16:50-17:40 | Mr. Alex Zhang, Secretary-General of Eco Foundation Global

Closing remarks 5 min

Mr. Pablo Gandara, Team Leader, EU IUC-Asia Programme
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Sept 18, 2020

IUC-Asia Climate Adaptation Workshop:
Brainstorming & Participatory Adaptation Planning Workshop

Moderators and facilitators,

Professor Shangbai SHI, Research Fellow, Research Centre for Sustainable Development, CASS
Professor Yan ZHENG, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

Professor Qian YE, Beijing Normal University

Professor Shuging AN, Nanjing University (online)

Dr. Qifang ZHANG, School of Tourism Management, Sun Yat-sen University

IUC project office

PARTCIPANTS:

Yancheng Development and Reform Commission, Yancheng Natural Resources and Planning
Bureau, Yancheng Ecology and Environment Bureau, Yancheng Housing and Urban-Rural
Development Bureau, Yancheng Agriculture and Rural Affairs Bureau, Yancheng Municipal
Foreign Affairs Office, Yancheng Municipal Natural Heritage Office, Rare Bird Wetland
Reserve of Yancheng, Elk Nature Reserve of Yancheng, Wetland School of Yancheng Normal
University, Yellow Sea Wetland Research Institute and the business community of Yancheng.

Brainstorming:

--- What’s the most challenging weakness and obstacles in your
09:30-10:30 | sectoral work? (with ISEET framework)

--- What’s the major climatic risks and impacts in Yancheng (Group
discussion and Questionaire delivery ...)

60
mins

Participatory Adaptation Planning for Yancheng Yellow Sea:
10:30 - 12:45 | --- Synergy for sustainability, wetland perseveration, coastal
development, and other objectives... (with SWOT analysis)

135
mins

Lunch break

Wrap-up meeting and Discussion on the further cooperation
--- Yellow See Wetland Institute

--- IUC project office 120
--- Professor Yan ZHENG, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences mins
--- Professor Qian YE, Beijing Normal University

--- Dr. Qifang ZHANG, School of Tourism Management, Sun Yat-sen University

15:00 -17:00




